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THE LEGEND
“Beneath the thick crust of the earth runs a maze of deep
galleries which connect the seas and the continents.
Sometimes, these galleries branch out and widen until they
create worlds. Fantastical creatures inhabit these galleries.
Large human settlements are the gateways out of this
subterranean labyrinth, they open up the passages that
connect the underground world to our world. Since the
dawn of time, these «gateways» have been sealed and
held shut by sacred stones. The Dragons are the world’s
gatekeepers. It is they who maintain balance. Dragons exist
in all shapes and colours, they possess enormous powers
and every dragon is unique. The Dragon of Calais is fire, air,
earth and water... he has always watched over the lands
and seas of the north. Dragons only appear to humans in
situations of extreme need, to settle a conflict or to allay
an evil. They are naturally benevolent but can also be wild
and unpredictable.»

LE DRAGON DE CALAIS

by Francois Delaroziere & La Machine Company
A performance organised at the initiative of the City of Calais

FROM 15T TO 3*° OF NOVEMBER 2019

Musical creation - Mino Malan
Costume design - Angélique Redureau and Gaélle Choveau
Effects design - Polo Loridant

THE STORY

During recent undersea works carried out to extend the port of Calais,
workers have broken open the sacred stone that locks the gateway of
the north and protects the surface of the earth from the denizens of the
subterranean worlds. A fantastical creature has managed to cross the
threshold and enter our world. The footprints found in the sand are
those of a gigantic dragon. Freed from the subterranean worlds, the
Dragon of Calais is heading for the city.

PROLOGUE
THE BROKEN ENTRANCE STONE

In the early morning, a dragon having emerged
from the water, falls asleep
on the beach.



ACT I

FRIDAY 1T NOVEMBER 2019

THE CONFRONTATION

SCENE 1
The Fear — 11.00 am

@
The Dragon awakes
and heads towards the city.
The townsfolk have put up barriers
to impede his progress.

SCENE 2
The Torches — 4.00 pm
2
Foiling all the traps,
the Dragon continues his progress
into the city.

SCENE 3
The Storm — 7.00 pm
2) Place de Norvége
Atnightfall, he reaches the city centre
and, trapped in the snow,
he falls asleep.




ACT II

SATURDAY 2N¥°> NOVEMBER 2019

AMBUSHES

SCENE 1
The Mists — 9:30 am
3
The Dragon wakes up and stomps
into the City.
His demeanour surprises
the inhabitants.

SCENE 2
A Strange Encounter — 2.00 pm

On his journey the Dragon faces
some odd obstacles.

SCENE 3
The Fire Ring — 6.00 pm
‘ West Basin
In the evening the Dragon,
to protect himself,
falls asleep in a nest of fire.



ACT III

SUNDAY 3*» NOVEMBER 2019

THE RECONCILIATION

SCENE 1
The Understanding — 10.00 am
@
Charmed by music,
the Dragon's behaviour
appears to change

SCENE 2
The Final Procession — 2.00 pm

®
The Dragon builds a relationships
with the locals.
Gradually, the colossus
gains their trust.

THE FINALE
The Dragon of Calais — 6.30 pm

. Seafront
Attracted by fire and music,

the immense creature is invited
to stay and becomes the Dragon of Calais.


















